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pSwS firJ Ch l, t,lS 8h0t Which Mled Martin Lathe? 

•H;# 7116 woman, Mrs, Grace Walden, was commiitpri t« 
> : Western Mental Institute in Bolivar, Tenn., shortly after 
J f.™ rder ’ and author-attorney Mark Lane has charred 
that the commitment was intended to silence te^timonv 

.P^ve thrown douht on . theS» 

Ja P) e . s L ' a staff attorney for the Hous« commit- 
,:^ d l l s members believe the records could have been 
obtained by subpena, but Dr, Morris Cohen, superinten- 

v f4^ed° sn^hp ^ had , ask ® d ^ a court ord °r be ob- 
t ned so he would be relieved of possible liability. Cohen 
. dsu.not attend yesterday’s hearing. , , ' vpne “ 

i§3' 8 in the public interest that the committee have 
i Mi lete . ; acce f t° the medical records of Mrs. 
.akLn to determine whether or not her commitment was 

COnnec — d w ~ b assassination of Dr. icing ” 

» ifoU said m a petition filed yesterday 8 ’ 

•: : 'r Lane and Memphis attorney Duncan Ravsdale civ 

rerordftp °J M u S ‘ Walden ’ ? r E ued that turning over the 
i<?~ords the House committee would be an invasion of 
aerjirivacy and would not be in her best Sst Mrs 
. : a ySa as bsen released from the hospital and is living in 

. £ tbe , y ar e; ,ed > the records of her treatment at 

v , ' ^f'Steoi hospital would be immaterial to the committee’s 
£ ffitption. The important records, they said, wS be 
, t- ° J< '. fr °m City of Memphis Hospital which would show 
£ 0r her con5m itment. Evans, however, sus- 

‘ A^rnnhi^fnc 10 ! 18 ! f ° . que , stl0ns about records from the 
3: . : ' ^sPhal as irrelevant to yesterday’s hearing. 

>v : I’urthennore, the attorneys said, information 'from re- 
V".:v< {?^ < * t “ n8d by the House committee would likely be 
Walced to the media; resulting in embarrassment for Mrs 
•I ;iC^' tJden as she attempts to live quietly in California 

• . * Former policeman Ed Redditt testified, as a witness 

. i^r Lane and Ragsdale. He said that even though he had 

• ■ ■ /?* t b e» aMemnh' 9 fT- h ' S testimony bsfore the commit-' 

r-'ipf 8 Memphis television newsman had a copy of it later. 

V . ev ; James Lawson, a former Memphis pastor who is 

• Wastor of a Los Angeles church, said Mrs Walden has 

• •••S^f en S ng I lus church 311(1 he has seen her on other 

ST" Mr ', L f wson said he believes she is trying to put 
me ? tal hos P ital ^<1 her and begin a 
pKm lfe ' P M b L lca , 11011 of information about her medical re- 

coids would be “very harmful” to her, he said. 

?' -Z ■, ■ 


^,? e h vo attorneys asked Evans to require, if he decid- 
e vf lo Bive the records to the committee, that committee 
■ melnbers and staff waive congressional immunity to civil 
f“ lt? I or dama ses, thus making them responsible for keep- 
u)g the information in the records confidential * 
"■.!! ot,n 2 tbe importance of the decision both to Mrs. 
Walden and the committee, Evans asked for written opin- 
ions from the opposing attorneys. 

” However, at the request of Lane and Duncan he issued 
a temporary order forbidding the hospital to furnish the 
records to anyone other than Mrs. Walden’s guardians 
Lane and Ragsdale. The two attorneys were given copies’ 
of .the medical records at the end of yesterday’s hearing. 


